COLRAIN COUNCIL ON AGING

Minutes for May 18, 2026 meeting 
	
Chair Janice Barnes called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.
 
Attending members: Betty Johnson, Elaine Stanley, Amy J. Herzig, Richard R. Herzig, Michelle Hillman, Kathy Steinum, Janice Barnes, Rusty Barnes, Kathy Phelps, Susan Slowinski, Valeda Peters

Guests attending: Gail Sinistore, Glanda Johnson, Joel McCloud, John Yannes, Ben Eastman, Mike Slowinski, Tony Maloney, Doni Beauragard, Melinda Herzig, Chris Lannon

Secretary’s report: Betty made a motion to accept the minutes. Amy seconded, unanimously approved.

Chief Chris Lannon enlightened us about bringing program emergency services to Colrain, including home checks. Volunteer drivers are needed for Colrain; David Greenburg is interested. Discussion continued with Janice agreeing to set up another meeting to have our questions answered. 

After all the negative vibes and depressing treatment the COA committee has been receiving and dealing with over the past year, the COA received a much-needed and appreciative compliment from a family and their mother.  Also, a very generous monetary donation from the family was given to the COA in appreciation for the COA’s dedication and commitment to the seniors. Elaine will send a thank you note. See attached.

Ben Eastman, Selectboard member, addressed the COA.
1.)   He stated that COA members must fill out the Ethics disclosure statement.  Chairperson Barnes explicitly stated that many members would not fill out the form because it was not mandated according to the Ethics Commission attorney.
2.)   He heard that the COA feels harassed and discriminated against by the current Selectboard.
He stated that current COA members must submit an application letter even if their current terms have not expired.

Financial report: Attached. 
Betty noted that the numbers were incorrect. Paula moved formula grant into the town appropriation. Amy made a motion to accept, Elaine seconded. Unanimously approved. See attached.

Foot clinic: Betty will be doing the foot clinic till Oct.

Old business: Betty made a motion to continue with our monthly family style dinner at the Shelburne Grange foregoing the dinner in August due to the Colrain Firemen’s cookout coinciding with the Military Band Concert. We will pay for the Colrain senior meals at that time.
Betty made a motion to accept and Rusty seconded. Unanimously approved.
Amy made a motion to forgo the social time at Pine Hill in September due to Apple Day for Colrain seniors. Elaine seconded. Unanimously approved.

New business: Discussion about games that may be purchased such as extra bean bags, croquet, and badminton.
Nominations for officers for the COA will have to be made soon as they will be placed in the positions on July 1.

Richie made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:26, Kathy P seconded, unanimously approved,

Next COA meeting scheduled for June 22, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Stanley, Secretary
