If the proposed
budget fails to
obtain a 2/3
majority vote,
the budget is
REJECTED, and
the District
has 30 days to
review, revise
and resubmit.

If the proposed
budget obtains a
% maijority vote,

itis APPROVED,

and the District
moves forward
with that budget.

=

If the
i subsequent
If the proposed
subsequent budget fails to
proposed obtain a 2/3
budget obtains 3_%_@:5@ Mjm
a %53 majority mmr,__mmﬂm%
vote, it is ebrie
, The District
APPROVED, then requests
and the a “1/12 budget”
District from DESE.

moves
forward with
that budget.

=
-

If no budget

is approved
by the town
vote by
December 3],
The District will 2026,
the 1/12
have to work budaet
within the 1/12 . 9 ”
budget but ecomes the
will continue approved
to revise the o budget
budget until it through

is approved. June 30, 2027.

Dec 2026 -
June 2027

What Is Required for the
MTRSD Budget to Pass?

Under the Mohawk Trail Regional
Agreement, the annual operating
budget must be approved by a 2/3
maijority, or 10 of 14 “town voting units.”

The towns whose Towns whose
students attend students attend
MTRSD schools for only the
Grades PK-12 Mohawk Trail
vote 2 units: Regional School
Ashfield (grades 7-12)
Buckland vote 1unit:
Colrain Hawley
Heath Charlemont
Plainfield (2 available
Shelburne units)

(12 available units)

What is the Impact of a
1/12 Budget?

In implementing a 1/12 budget,
DESE requires a rollback to the
previous budget year. The
District's FY26 budget is $1,698,616
LESS than the proposed FY27
budget.

To operate within this framework,
the District's senior leadership
team would need to identify
reductions totaling $1,698,616.
Because the majority of
operating costs are personnel,
significant reductions would be
made to staff positions across
the district.

Terms to Know:
DESE: Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education

Mohawk Trail Regional Agreement:

the governing document defining the
partnership between member towns,
covering operations, school committee
composition, and assessment formulas.

Annual Operating Budget: the portion of
the annual school budget that towns are
responsible for funding through their tax
base.

1/12 Budget: a monthly spending plan
overseen by DESE that allows spending of
only 1/12 of the total FY26 budget per
month — until a revised budget is
approved.
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